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Honoré de Balzac’s 1835 novel, Père Goriot is the tragic story of a father whose obsessive love for his two 
daughters leads to his financial and personal ruin. Interwoven with this theme is that of the young aristocrat, 
Eugene de Rastignac, who came to Paris to become educated and make his fortune. He befriends Goriot and 



literary realism. Karl Marx, who praised “the present splendid brotherhood of fiction-



Eugène’s immediate plan upon receiving an infusion of cash is to acquire new trousers, so that he might be 



most prized possession. As he unpacks his belongings at La Maison, Goriot reveals “a platter and a small dish 



personal ambition, and materiality
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