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St. John’s College is a community dedicated to liberal

education. Liberal education seeks to develop in us the arts

of understanding, an intelligent and critical appreciation of

our intellectual heritage, an awareness of our social and

moral obligations, and a lifelong commitment to thoughtful

inquiry into fundamental human questions.

The program of study at St. John’s College is based on the

belief that a genuine liberal education requires the study of

great books because they express most originally and most

deeply the ideas that have shaped our civilization. These

books are our most important teachers. They are both

timeless and timely; they illuminate the persisting

questions of human existence that bear directly on the

problems we face today. Their authors can speak to us as

freshly as when they spoke for the first time, because what

they have to tell us is not of merely academic concern or

remote from our true interests. The books change our

minds, move our hearts, and touch our spirits. 

At St. John’s, the process of learning is not something

passive and receptive, but rather it is active and

cooperative. All classes are conducted as discussions where

the responsibility for clarifying the readings, following

through the thoughts, and testing the conclusions lies with

the students and their tutors. The demands of the

individual and those of the group are in continuous

interplay, setting limits within which the discussion moves

with the utmost freedom. 

Participants bring to the discussion the assumptions

derived from experience in the contemporary world.

Through discussion, however, they acquire a new

perspective, enabling them to recognize both the sameness

of a recurrent problem and the variety of its

manifestations.

THE ST. JOHN’S GRADUATE INSTITUTE

The Graduate Institute in Liberal Education was

established at St. John’s College in 1967 on the Santa Fe

campus. Over the years, the size and scope of the Institute

have expanded, so that it now offers graduate level study

based on the principles of the St. John’s undergraduate

program to a wide variety of students, a total of

approximately 160 per year on the college’s two campuses.

Students in the Liberal Arts program explore the

persisting questions of human existence by studying classic

works of the western tradition, organized into five

semester-long thematic segments: Philosophy & Theology,

Politics & Society, Literature, Mathematics & Natural

Science, and History. Students earn a Master of Arts in

Liberal Arts (MALA) by completing four of these five

segments. A common curriculum provides the basis for a

shared intellectual community; discussion with fellow

students and faculty is the mode of learning both inside

and outside the classroom. 

Since 1994 the Santa Fe campus has offered the Eastern

Classics program, a structured reading of literary,

philosophical, and theological texts of India, China, and

Japan, following the St. John’s principles of a common

curriculum and discussion classes. Students earn a Master

of Arts in Eastern Classics (MAEC) in three consecutive

semesters of study: fall, spring, and summer.

Each semester students in both programs attend a

seminar, a tutorial, and a preceptorial – all carried out as

small-group discussions under the guidance of St. John’s

faculty members (called tutors). These three types of

classes are the framework of the distinctive St. John’s

educational experience.



The seminar is the heart of the St. John’s program. Its

task is the discussion of a common text. A tutor begins the

seminar with a question on the assigned reading;

thereafter the tutors guide the conversation and do more

listening than talking. The discussion is shaped by the

interplay of differing perspectives, as participants seek to
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